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ALPINE NOTES 

(Compiled by D. F. 0. DANGAR) 

PERSONAL. We congratulate Dr. Charles Warren on being made an 
Honorary Life Member of the Mountain Club of South Mrica. The 
Club's nomination states that this was done' for his interest in and services 
to mountaineering in South Africa and in the international field' . 

We also congratulate Dr. G. 0. Dyhrenfurth on being elected an 
Honorary Member of the Swiss Alpine Club. 

NoRSK TINDEKLUB. We offer our hearty congratulations and best 
wishes to the Norsk Tindeklub, founded in 1908, on the celebration of its 
Diamond Jubilee. 

We take the opportunity of congratulating also the N orske Turist
forening, now celebrating its one hundredth anniversary. Though not 
strictly a mountaineering club it owns some sixty huts in the Norwegian 
mountains and has done much to encourage mountain walking. The 
membership is about 6o,ooo. 

ScHWEIZER ALPINE CLUB. Herr Hektor Meier, of the Uto section, is 
the new President of the S.A.C. The Central Committee for the next 
three years has been formed from this and other sections in the Canton of 
Zurich. 

On June 30 last year the S.A.C. had ninety-three sections and a 
membership of 49,194. 

EoGHAN O'BRIEN, (r876~rg67). Mr. M. N. Clarke writes: 'Colonel 
O'Brien, who died on September glast year at the age of ninety-one, was 
an electrical engineer by profession. He was educated at Eton and quali
fied as an engineer in r8g8. A Fellow of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, he was with the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway up to r 922 
and after that with the London Midland and Scottish. When he retired, 
to Ireland, he was for a while a part-time lecturer in engineering at 
Trinity College, Dublin. During the First World War he served with 
the Royal Engineers, mostly on railway construction and management; 
he was twice mentioned in despatches and was awarded the D.S.O. 
in 1918. His only son was killed while serving in the Navy in the last war. 

O'Brien was a member of the A.B.M.S.A.C. from rgro to 1944: he 
joined the Alpine Club in I 922, with Longstaff as his proposer, and 
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resigned in 1941. He was a channing con1panion and will be sadly 
missed by his many friends.' 

AcciDENTS. There were 114 accidents, involving 136 deaths, in the 
Swiss mountains in 1966. Forty-seven of these, including five in the 
course of skiing expeditions, took place in the High Alps. Thirty-eight 
accidents, or one third of the total, occurred in August. Falls on ice or 
snow were responsible for thirty-five accidents and falls on rock for 
twenty-eight. 

The Jungfrau claimed eight victims and the MonGh seven, while 
between mid-July and the end of August nine people lost their lives on 
the Matterhorn. One of these was a solitary climber, and two non-Swiss 
parties, thinking themselves capable of making the ascent unroped, each 
lost one of their number. Seven other climbers lost their lives through 
neglecting to use the rope. 

There was again a reduction in the number of avalanche victims, 
though as a result of the snow conditions the danger of avalanches was 
appreciably less than in the previous winter. The figures from this cause 
for the last three years are twenty-five, nineteen, and nine. 

Although the majority of rescue operations cost less than 500 francs, 
some of these undertakings can be rather costly. A rescue on the 
J ungfrau, involving two living and one dead climber, cost 6764 francs, or 
more than £650 at the new rate of exchange. 

(Source: S.A.C. Bulletin, July, 1967). 

ALPINE SKI CLUB. Mr. James Riddell, immediate past-President of 
the Alpine Ski Club, who spoke at our recent Annual Dinner, has asked 
us to draw the Club to the attention of our members, in case some of 
those not already in it may be interested in joining. The Club was 
founded in I 908 and exists to promote mountaineering expeditions on 
ski and good fellowship among skiers: to encourage mountaineering 
expeditions on ski throughout the world, and to promote better know
ledge of mountains in winter. 

Any skier who has done some ski-touring or ski-mountaineering and 
who thinks he may qualify for membership is invited to contact the 
Honorary Secretary, R. 0. Hennings, Esq., C.M.G., Wyngates, Penny
mead Drive, East Horsley, Leatherhead, Surrey. 

Miss MARGARRT BusK. Members of the Alpine Club will hear 'vith 
regret of the death at her home in Pau in her ninety-second year of Daisy 
Busk. From 1925 to 1939 and again from 1946 to 1957 the chalet 'Les 
Cyclamens' at Les Praz-de-Chamonix, which she shared with her 
friend Margaret Potter, was a home for many climbers, British, French 
and American. Her hospitality was beyond compare both in Chamonix 
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and at Pau, where her house was used as a base for climbing in the 
Pyrenees. 

The Praz house was once referred to by a grateful guest as 'The 
Cyclamens Dockyard' because of 'the laundering and repairs rapidly 
made to ravaged clothing and the much needed fortifying of the inner 
man'. Her Pau home was renowned in addition for the attention she 
insisted should be la vi shed on overstressed cars after mishaps on rough 
mountain tracks. 

In her day a championship tennis player and golfer, she was also a 
staunch walker~ Vertigo prevented climbing, but she had the Buet to her 
credit when well over fifty. Daisy Busk knew many members of the 
Club personally and others by repute; she followed their achievements 
in various parts of the world with lively interest. It was one of her last 
expressed wishes that the Alpine Club should continue to flourish. A 
donation of £3ooo is accordingly to be made to the Club in memory of 
the many happy years during which she participated, albeit vicariously, 
in the mountaineering activity of her young friends. 

TRADITIONAL METHODS OF ABSEILING. Writing in the June, 1967, 
issue of the Bulletin of the S.A.C. Dr. Louis-Alexis Gailland reports an 
accident on the Aiguille de Roe to a student while he was descending the 
over hanging part of the long abseil to the Breche. He was using one of 
the traditional methods, in which the rope passes under the thigh or 
through a snap-link and then over one shoulder, the forward hand 
maintaining balance, while the backward hand provides the brake on the 
slack rope. The climber in question felt a pain above the collar bone, at a 
place where the rope passing over his left shoulder compressed the root 
of the neck. One or two seconds later, his left arm was completely 
paralysed. He had to be evacuated by a rescue party and the arm did 
not recover for several weeks. 

In this case, the main nerves to the arm (brachial plexus) were severely 
compressed by the rope above the collar bone, at the point where they are 
fairly near the surface and relatively unprotected. Especially in a thin 
person, compression can easily produce paralysis, which though not 
long-lasting, can for a time involve the whole arm. 

The Bulletin remarks that the possibility of this happening when 
abseiling in the traditional manner should be known to all climbers and 
especially to instructors. The region above the collar bone should be well 
protected, and one should think twice before embarking on a free abseil 
of any length without a safety rope. M. H. WESTMACOTT. 

ELLESMERE IsLAND. In a previous note 1 we were able to say with 
reasonable certainty that there are no peaks over about 8 500ft. in northern 

1 A.J. 6J . I64. 
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Ellesmere Island, and we showed an air photograph of the highest range 
of mountains to the north of Lake Hazen, with one peak marked 'c. 
85oo ft.'. In early June I967, we made theodolite observations from the 
summit of the latter peak which gave it a height of 8400 ft., and we 
identified the peak as Mount Whisler, seen by A. W. Greely in I882 and 
named by him. (It was first climbed by us in I96I .) A few days earlier we 
obtained theodolite observations from the summit of an unnamed peak in 
the same range, about three miles and four peaks to the west, which 
aerial altimetry in I 962 had shown to be about I oo ft. higher than Mount 
Whisler. Our observations gave the height as 8540 ft ., and showed it 
to be the highest peak in the area; it is, in fact, the highest in North 
America east of the Rocky Mountains. The easy ascents of both these 
peaks were made by six members of the Royal Air Force Ellesmere 
Island Expedition, I967, under Wing-Commander D. le R. Bird, and 
three members of our Defence Research Board party. Motor toboggans 
were used up to an elevation of over 7500 ft., and a dog team was used up 
to nearly 7000 ft. 

G. HATTERSLEY-SMITH. 

ALPAMAYO. Since expeditions to this peak do not mention its 
second ascent by Japanese climbers in I 962 it is assumed that this fact is 
little known. All six members of an expedition from Waseda, formed 
of Hisao Y oshikawa (leader), Y oshio Hamano, Masahiro Inokuchi, 
Noburu Kaburaki, Takaharu Kondo and Aoi l\1urai climbed to the top 
on August I 3, I 962, via the Ha user route. A full account in Japanese, 
with English sutnmary, appeared in Sangaku, I963. 

EVELIO ECHEVARRIA c. 

IGNACY DoMEYKO. In the May, I967, issue of the A.J. Mr. Czar
toryski mentioned his fellow countryman Ignacy Domeyko as a researcher 
of mineral wealth on behalf of the young republic of Chile. It seems to 
be ignored both in Poland and in Chile that Domeyko was a forerunner 
of mountaineering in the latter country; in his searches for minerals, he 
also attempted to ascend three volcanoes of the central and southern 
districts of the country: Tinguiririca, 14, ro8 ft., Azul, I2,500 ft., and 
Antuce, 9666 ft. In all three attempts he failed, due to the explosive 
nature of the craters, But on February 16, 1848, he made by himself the 
first ascent of the glaciated Nevado de Chillan (10,433 ft.), located 210 
miles south of Santiago, an ascent that was not repeated until 1938, and 
that year claimed as a first. Domeyko's account of the climb appeared 
in the Anales of the University of Chile, which he had recently founded, 
vol. 7 (185o) pp. 7- 24 and 41- 64. 

EVELIO ECHEVARRIA c. 
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A MAP OF THE HINDU KusH. Ing. Jerzy Wala of Krakau, Poland, 
has produced a new reference map of the Hindu Kush at a scale of 
I : 30o,ooo. It is the first map of any accuracy to cover both sides of the 
Chitral-Afghanistan frontier, and fills in the tract of country omitted 
from the Indian Survey, between the Chitral frontier and the Oxus 
river, from the line Sarhad-Baroghil in the east to Gadzi Deh-Wakhan 
Gol in the west. It includes the highest part of the main chain, which lies 
north of Arkari Gol-MastujjYarkhun river, but omitting the triangle of 
country between the Turikho and Mastuj river. 

This is an extremely useful reference work, well set out. It shows 
clearly the complex of ridges, but leaves the basic structure to be in
ferred. It provides an index to some 400 peaks and gives names where 
known. 

Reference material is the result of expeditions by J. Wala in I 960, I 962 
and I963 as mapped by V. Sedivy; the I: so,ooo Geological Survey of 
Afghanistan maps Quadzi Deh 224 B IV, Darya-i-Quadzi Deh 224 D 11; 
I: Ioo,ooo Afghan Institute maps, based on Russian material dated 
I96o, Khandud 3I9 A, II3 E, Sust 3I9 B, Deh Gulaman 320 A; half
inch scale Survey of India maps dated I93I, 37 P/SE, PjNE, 42 PjNW. 

The Survey of India maps are of interest as the quarter-inch scale 
only has been available since the India Pakistan split in I947· The half
inch scale was available to the Chitral Garrison before the war and was 
more comprehensive and altogether more useful than the quarter-inch 
scale. 

Some difference in spelling of place names is noted between Wala' s 
work and the Indian Survey due to translation problems between 
Persian/Arabic and Roman scripts. For instance, Qazi, or Gadzi or 
Quadzi are all the same place. 

It is an area of much scientific and mountaineering interest and accurate 
maps can no longer have relevance to national defence. Is it too much to 
hope that some public spirited geographer will produce a map of the whole 
area, using standard techniques of presentation at a scale of I: Ioo,ooo? 
The basic material for this is available. 2 

J. R. G. FINCH. 

TIRICH MIR. Professor Arne N aess, in the discussion at the end of 
his lecture to the Alpine Club (February 28, I967) on the ascent of the 
South Wall of Tirich Mir East, said he thought Little Tirich or some 
other peak in the area on the ~outh side of the main peaks might provide 
a worthwhile objective. I said at the time that this was based on wrong 
information. Since then I have noted that both Kurt Diemberger, in a 
rough sketch-tnap drawn to show his I967 journey, and Ing. Jerzy Wala 

2 Copies of this m ap can be~btain ed fron1 H err Wolfgang Frey, U hlandstrasse 
10 a, D 7400 Ti.ibingen, W est G ern1.any. Price DM 6. 
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in his r : 3oo,ooo map of the Hindu Kush have placed South Glacier 
Peak at the head of the Owir glacier, which is wrong. This peak is shown 
in its right position in Gruber's map with his panorama in A.J. 72. 6, 14. 
In his photograph there is a distinct dip between Little Tirich and South 
Glacier Peak, which is the head of the Dir Gol glacier and from which 
enormous cornices overhang the South Barum glacier. Gruber's outline 
of his panorama is misleading in showing a slanting ridge running down 
from Little Tirich, below South Glacier Peak, suggesting easy access 
from that side. A general description of the area seems worth while. 

The Owir glacier can be reached by an easy scramble up the north 
edge of its snout. A notch on the north containing wall, shortly after 
reaching the glacier plateau, provides a passage to the South Barum 
glacier, crossed in 1938. The plateau slopes to a small ice-fall, close 
under Little Tirich, which can be passed on its south side, to an upper 
basin between r8,ooo- rg,ooo ft. 

From the upper basin, snow slopes on the west containing wall lead to 
a ridge, slightly lower than the top of Little Tirich, opposite, from which 
it is possible to contour to the head of the Dir Gol glacier. Here, Millar, 
Orgill and the Smeatons had a camp in 1939, when they climbed South 
Glacier Peak, from which they looked down on the col where the Nor
wegians were to have their top camp in rgso. Gruber's Point 20,200 ft. 
is a continuation of the ridge and not a feature of any interest. 

While I.~ittle Tirich may seem a worthwhile objective from the South 
Barum glacier, it does not seem so from the Owir glacier. From the col 
at the head of the Dir Gol there is a level ridge running round to the 
summit that can be seen in Grub er's panorama. Alternatively, the 
summit can be reached direct from the floor of the upper basin of the 
Owir by a 25° slope of snow starting from just above the ice-fall. 

From a photograph, looking down the Dir Gol, some small peaks on its 
south containing wall look approachable, and not too difficult. 

Gruber mentions the photograph of Koh-i-Bandakor from the Dorah 
Pass which was published inH.J. 8. 48. I was aware of the photograph 
and still have a copy of it. The height was a 'guesstimate' and my view 
from Buni Zom seemed to place the peak well to the north of the Dorah. 
Without later information the photograph gave no real clue as to where 
or what the peak was. 

J. R. G. FINCH. 

HINDU KusH ARcHIVES. After nine years of mountaineering activity 
and exploration in the Central Hindu Kush of Afghanistan, the material 
provided by the numerous expeditions has piled up to such an extent 
that it has become difficult for the individual desirous of visiting the 
area to obtain a summary of information. One of the chief reasons is that 
expeditions from a variety of the world's countries have shared in the 
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opening up of these ranges. As a result it became necessary to set up a 
central co-ordinating point for information about the mountaineering 
exploration of the Hindu Kush. 

The German tourist club, 'Die N aturfreunde ', decided last year to 
institute and conduct these 'Archives for the Mountaineering Survey of 
the Central Afghan Hindu Kush ', in which it is intended to collect 
and evaluate all the available mountaineering data. This will facilitate 
supplementing the advance copies of the I : 5o,ooo maps, which are not 
yet readily accessible to everyone, by sketch maps of the ranges, pin
pointing the peaks climbed, and by details of the history of the various 
ascents. As a beginning, a I: Ioo,ooo sketch map of the Munjan
Bashgal area has already appeared. Every effort will be made to· provide 
similar sketch maps of the whole Central Hindu I(ush. The only way 
that this can be assured, however, is for all climbers vvho have visited the 
area, or who have detailed information about it, to provide particulars 
for the Archives. This will make it possible to give to climbing parties 
intending to visit this high mountain area, advice as to which district 
they might choose for their activities, and to indicate unexplored valleys, 
new groups of peaks, and unclimbed routes. 

In brief, the objects of the Archives are: 
I. To collect all mountaineering data. 
2. To advise forthcoming expeditions. 

All climbers and those interested in the Hindu Kush who are in a 
position to provide useful information, or who require information about 
the range, are requested to communicate with the following address: 
W. Frey, D 7324 Rechberghausen, Buhlstrasse I8, West Germany. 

WoLFGANG FREY. 

HIMALA YAN MouNTAINEERING INSTITUTE. Lord Hunt writes: 'It was 
a particular delight to pay a visit to the H .M.I. last September. I was 
very impressed by the standard of buildings and equipment, but was 
disappointed that the students were away at the Base Camp underneath 
Kabru. It was a particular delight to meet Tenzing and one of the other 
seven instructors, Da Mangyal, who was with me on the South-east ridge 
of Everest on May 26, I953, when we reached 27,400 ft. together.' 

The H.M.I. originated from a discussion between Sir John Hunt 
(as he then was), Dr. B. C. Roy, then Chief Minister of West Bengal, 
and Tenzing in June, I953, and came into being in I954· The Institute 
is housed in Darjeeling. Tenzing is Director of Field Training with 
Nawang Gombu (the only man to have climbed Everest twice) as 
Deputy Director. 

At the time of writing the Principal is Lieut.-Col. N. Kumar, Deputy 
Leader of the successful Indian Everest expedition. Previous holders of 
the position were Major Nandu Jayal, who died of pneumonia on Cho 
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Oyu in 1958, and Brigadier Gyan Singh, now Principal of the Nehru 
M.I. 

'fhe H.l\11.1. runs three types of courses. 'fhere is a Basic Mountain
eering Course, to introduce young people to the mountains and instruct 
them in the first principles of climbing. Those who do well on this 
course are given the opportunity of attending a more advanced course 
and of climbing a few Himalayan peaks. There is also an Adventure 
Course, aimed to build a sound character through adventure. By the end 
of last year I 6oo people had attended the mountaineering courses and 
269 the adventure courses. 

'rhe training area is located at the foot of Kabru and it is a journey of 
eight days to the Base Camp. The Institute has a mountaineering 
museum and is also the possessor of a powerful telescope capable of 
astronomical observations, once the property of Adolf Hitler. 

Beside these activities the H.M.I., in collaboration with local clubs, 
runs rock-climbing courses for young people all over India. It also has a 
Physical Research Wing and, in addition, weather reports are sent back 
from the Base Camp near Kabru. The Meteorological Department 
gives weather forecasts to the Institute based on these reports. 

DIIAULA HIMAL. I have recently had the opportunity of seeing some 
of the sheets of the high mountain areas surveyed by the Survey of 
India for the Government of Nepal on a scale of one inch to one mile 
during the late I 9 50s and early I 96os. Soon after returning from the 
Royal Air Force expedition to Dhaulagiri IV at the end of I965 a further 
examination of the photographs taken by myself and others in earlier 
times from the north began to raise doubts in my mind about the identifi
cation of some of the mountains at the western end of the Dhaula Himal. 
One thing became certain. The mountain which I had identified as 
Dhaulagiri IV in 1954 from the north was not the' Dhaulagiri IV' of 
my I962 (A.J. 68. I88- I97)and I965 R.A.F. (A.].7I.75- 88)expeditions. 

My immediate solution to the problem was to change the 'IV' in my 
1954 photographs to 'V', but the doubts remained. If that big, massive, 
rather flat topped mountain was in fact Dhaulagiri V, what had happened 
to IV, which ought to appear to the west, before Churen Himal? 

The doubts remained until I was able to examine the 'new' sheet 
62 P/6 (surveyed 1957- I962), which revealed the truth with brutal 
clarity. My' Dhaulagiri IV' of I962 and I965 was a hitherto unrecorded 
mountain 23,846 ft. in height lying on a ridge running south from the 
main crest of the Dhaula Himal, about two miles west from the summit of 
IV, to Gurja Himal (23,599 ft.). Approaching from the west, this high 
ridge completely obscures the true Dhaulagiri IV (25,I33 ft.) which is, of 
course, the mountain correctly identified as such in I954· 

It is a poor excuse to blame the old quarter-inch survey, which is, as 
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everybody knows, often very much at fault in its delineation of remote 
mountain areas. Here, the ridge south to Gurja Himal is shown as 
running from the summit of Dhaulagiri IV itself. Thus, according to the 
old map, the west and south-west flanks of Dhaulagiri IV rise from 
and overlook the same glacier which drains the southern sides of Churen 
Himal (24,184 ft.) and Putha Hiunchuli (23,774 ft.). 

South of the mountains too, the old sheet 62 P poses plenty of problems 
to a newcomer. But these problems I had slowly solved in 1962 and when 
at last we emerged onto a large glacier draining both Churen and Putha 
Hiunchuli, with a magnificent mountain at its head joined by a high 
ridge to Gurja Himal, the pieces of the puzzle suddenly seemed to fall 
into place. I simply took it for granted that the big mountain (23,846 ft.) 
was D haulagiri IV and I never questioned the true height. 

1287 ft. is quite an error to make. I can only say that peak 23,846 ft. 
seen from the west is a mountain of considerable bulk and illusory height, 
and I still find it rather difficult to believe it is only 24 7 ft. higher than 
Gurja Himal. Once recognised, from the south-east too, from the hills 
above Pokhara, its long white crest appears lower than Dhaulagiri IV, but 
not over I ooo ft. lower. However, I am not questioning the accuracy of 
the heights, only stating my impressions. 

Having laid some of my, cards on the table I may perhaps be forgiven 
for withholding, for the time being, sketch maps and photographs. Further 
possibilities in the range are now more exciting than they ever were before 
and my only real regret is that I took my R.A.F. friends to the wrong 
mountain. To them I apologise. Climbing friends in Nepal to whom I 
have confessed my gaffe have merely congratulated me on ' discovering' 
a new 7000 m. mountain. That is one way of looking at it. But it is 
irritating to think that had we not been overawed by the height of the 
supposed twenty-five thousander in 1962 we might have even climbed the 
mountain. It is irritating too, to be reminded that some private parties in 
recent years in West and Central Nepal have been exploring 'new' 
country, which has already been mapped by all the resources of a national 
survey including the use of aircraft. I refer to the private efforts not of 
irresponsible guessers and prismatic compass sketchers such as myself, 
but to trained, serious men armed with theodolites, log tables, and the 
knowledge to use them. 

The heights given in this note are those of the one inch survey. Most of 
the mountains have risen some thirty or forty feet, and I fear this modern 
survey is going to put the cat among the statistical pigeons. Finally, it is 
pleasant to record that the North peak of Ghustung Himal which we 
climbed in 1962 and again in 1965 and to which I ascribed an altitude of 
only 21,200 ft. is, in fact, 21,419 ft. high. · 

J. 0. M. ROBERTS. 

• 
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KANJIROBA HIMAL. Mountaineers who have an opportunity of 
visiting Western Nepal will do well to take note of an article by John 
Tyson in the Geographical Journal for September, 1967, with a map 
embodying the results of a number of expeditions there by himself and 
others. (Mrs. Charles Evans's article on the J agdula expedition of I962 is 
in A.J. 68. and Tyson's Three Months £n West Nepal in vol. 67.) 

Tyson's article in the G.J., as well as giving accounts of his own 
journeys, summarises and acknowledges the work of his predecessors, 
few though they were. His map, drawn by Mr. Holland of the R.G.S. 
from the photographs brought back, is an excellent piece of work. 
Naturally, there are blanks of dead ground that the camera could not see: 
presumably, the results of aerial photographic survey exist with the 
Survey of India, and it is to be hoped that the latter body will some time 
make available for travellers the revised maps of the Himalaya that they 
are believed to have prepared. 

NGOJUMBA RI. Dr. G. 0. Dyhrenfurth writes: 'Erwin Schneider's 
map of the l{humbu Himal marks three points on the ridge between 
Cho Oyu and Gyachung Kang, 78o6 m., 7646 m., and 76Io m. Sangaku, 
LXI, pp. I I- I3, makes it clear that the summit reached by the Japanese in 
April, I965, was not Pt. 78o6 m., as was originally thought, but the middle 
or second highest of the three peaks, Pt. 7646, Ngojumba Ri II.' (See 
jllustration no. I 5.) 

PASANG LAMA AND CHOMOLHARI. (A.J. 72. 306). We are indebted to 
Mr. W. H. Murray for amplifying the list of Pasang's climbs, by remind
ing us that, after his ascent with the New Zealand party of Mukut 
Parbat in 195I, he came on with Hillary and Riddiford to join the Everest 
Reconnaissance climbers under Shipton. Mr. Murray writes : 'When I 
first met Pasang Dawa Lama in 195I, I asked him if he was the Pasang 
who had climbed Chomolhari, and he said, "Yes". He turned out to be 
the best Sherpa climber I've seen in action, especially on high-angle ice. 
I watched him lead some of the ice-pitches on the Nup La ice-fall and 
was much impressed, for they were equal to Scottish Grade Ill standard. 
A photo of him leading one of these is on p. 109 of Shipton's Mount 
Everest Reconna-issance Expedition.' 

MouNT EvEREST. Perhaps recalling the doubts expressed about their 
I 960 expedition the Chinese are reported to have made another attempt 
on Mount Everest in 1966. A party of twenty-six, badly equipped and 
without special clothing or protection against the cold, fared worse than 
their predecessors. Two members gave up at an early stage and returned 
half-frozen to Base Camp on the Rongbuk glacier. The others renounced 
all thought of retreat and, inspired by the precepts of Mao Tse-tung, 
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continued the ascent. They were never seen or heard of again and may not 
have been the first Chinese to discover that the thoughts of Chairman 
Mao are no substitute for mountaineering skill and experience. 

(Source: Alp£nistnus, October I967.) 

NEPAL. The Foreign Minister of Nepal has been reported as saying 
that the Nepalese Government is 'actively considering' lifting the ban 
on climbing expeditions which was imposed in I 96 5. 

U.I.A.A. The I967 Assembly of the Union Internationale des 
Associations d' Alpinisme was held at Madrid on October 7 and 8. After 
the business had been concluded the Spaniards organised excursions 
over the following three days and visits were made to Toledo, Segovia, 
and the Escorial. The delegates were taken to the Prado and presented 
to General Franco, who made a short speech of welcome. 

There were representatives from twenty-four mountaineering organi
sations representing twenty-one countries including, for the first time, 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. 

I. N ew Members. The Japanese Alpine Club and the Turkish Alpine 
Club were elected to membership. 

2. Reports of Commissions. (a)International Rescue Committee (IKAR). 
The work of this organisation was reported by Dr. Campell, who also put 
forward proposals for his organisation to become a Commission of the 
U .I.A.A. Up to the present, it has operated quite independently, rather 
on the lines of our Mountain Rescue Committee. In discussion, Dr. 
Campell stated that the Rescue Commission intended to enlarge the 
representation on their Commission to include countries outside the 
Alpine countries. The idea was approved in principle, and it was left 
that Dr. Campell would submit specific proposals. 

(b) Programmes Commission. The Commission was set up some years 
ago to study the formation of Commissions for the study of various 
subjects, such as Nature Conservation and Youth Training. As the 
various sub-commissions had now been set up, it was agreed that the 
Programme Commission was no longer required. 

(c) U.I.A.A. Youth Commission. Dr. Faber, the President of this 
Commission, reported on the international youth re-union organised 
during I967 at the Kaltenberg hut by the German Alpine Club, and in 
Yugoslavia by the Yugoslav Alpine Club. In I968, a similar re-union will 
be organised by the Czechoslovak Alpine Club in the north-east part of 
Bohemia. Dr. Faber regretted that so far there had been no British 
representative at any of these youth climbing meets. 

(d) Insurance. Mr. Hiess of Austria, an expert on insurance, reported 
on the possibility of the U. I.A.A. setting up some insurance fund to cover 
costs of rescue work. He had obtained information of rescue costs during 

• 
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the past two years from the main Alpine organisations. In one case 
recently, the costs had amounted to nearly £4ooo, and in many cases the 
people rescued \vere unable to meet the costs involved. While many of 
the Alpine clubs and associations carried insurance for their members, in 
some cases with government assistance, there were many climbers who 
had no cover, and in a number of cases the rescue organisations were not 
able to obtain refund of their costs. 

It did not appear practicable for the U .I.A.A. to undertake any 
insurance responsibilities on behalf of its members, as had been suggested, 
but it was hoped that the discussion and report by Mr. Hiess would 
stimulate Alpine organisations to consider \vhat might be done to ensure 
that rescue costs were met in some form, and also that there was insurance 
against accidents to rescue personnel. 

(e) Grading of Cli1nbs. There \vas some discussion, initiated by the 
Spaniards and Americans, on the possibility of co-ordination of the 
various systems of grading into a single international system to cover 
both free and artificial climbing. 

It was agreed to set up a small working party to examine further this 
problem. 

3· I968 Assenzbly. The 1968 Assembly will be held in London on 
October 5 6. 

H. D. GREEN\\'OOD. 

ALPINE CLUB GuiDE BooK TO IoNT BLA ·c (1967 edn.): Corrections 
to Vol. I. On the diagram of the Aiguille Blanche de Peuterey on p. I oo 
the correct route to the Col de Peuterey does not fo11ow the buttress 
sho\vn (\vhich is extremely long and steep), but the lower part of that to 
its right (below the North-west summit).3 Secondly, the description of 
the orth-v{est ridge of the Grands Charmoz (Route no. 172a) under
states its length and difficulty; there is a better description in the back of 
the later editions of Vol. II of the Guide V allot. 

. J. ESTCOURT. 

3 I.e. the lo\\cr half of the IL 0. Joncs route of 1909 A.J. 24. 678 and 4..f.· 320. 
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